Tip-Off

MNEWS

FROM THE FIELD

The Supreme Court:

Talking

ceording to NGI Sports
President Rick Burke,
imgquiries regarding tenmnis
court reconstruction from
| parks and schools in the
first quarter of 2008 were up by more
than 30 percent over the previous
apuarter. Burke acknowlodecs that the
challenge of maintaining or refurbish:
ing & tennds Bacility can often seem like
an overwhelming endeavor.

T asnist agencies, be has put together
the folbvwing tips for officials wha are
badding out o court renovation, as well
a5 & few maintesance tps for those
looking to cxtend the life of their exist-

ing Couiria

Have an experienced expert examine
the site for suggestions. An industry
AP Can pru-rid:'a ste armmabysn and
tecoiTimndatrons-—even of his of her
product is not the best B

Stay away from asphalt overlaying. It
is o @ sale alternative for cracked
courts and not & guaranteed foc In facr,
many crack again within one year.

Insist on a reasonable wamanty,
Beoware of the snake-ofl slesman whoe
offeri a M-year guaranice, but do look
for a multi-vear (fve- or 10-year) war-
ranty,

Don't waste money on budget resur-
facing. If you have more than 100 linear
fect of cracking, implemeni an overlay
sywtcim, it a crack fopair,

Explore & softer playing surface. The
end uier will enjoy the expericnce—
plus, it is 2 great way 8o bring sendors
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Tennis

back to the game. Softer playing sur-
fsces should be considered with any
project, particularly if you have a high
conceniration of sembors wang your
LR

Use the correct products for the site,
Putting thick bivers of an adbered
scryla cushion on a conceete deck b
not a good risk, as vou'll stand a 30 per-
cent chance of bubbling.

Consider the following tips to help
extendd the life of your exsting fennis
Codifle

Repair cracks immediately, Don't wait
for the clements to get into the base
and wreak haves., Replaie boat base
materials and fill entire pavement depth
with bydraulic cement.

Keep tennis areas free of mud, silt,
and dead vegetation. Build-up can
damage the surface and cven start a

cracking problem. Sel up a mapor clean-
ing at beast annually,

Water, water, water, Maore than 75 per-
cont of court probloms are caused by

i1008

waler. Inapect your site
ey rakoe sure that water
i draining away, not
orver andd wnder.

Make a date with
your courts. Linle
problenm are casier
1o overoome. Set up
annual inapections 1o
avor] baing surprised
by the big ones.

Look at the top of the
fence line. The fence
lime showild be even and straight.

Courts are for tennis only. Keep skate-
boarders and rodler hockey at the
skatcpark, And remember, tonnis courts
are ot i rinks or parking lots.

Finally, consider getning invobeed
Tennis In the Parks, a partnership
between NREPA and the United States
Tenmis Association that provides
resources ind suppart (o communities
that are committed to growing and
improving lenmnis progran, infrastrac-
ture, and advocacy elforts in their local
COmMmMuAIeL

Partscrpating agencies. ieoemve market-
ing support for programa, expert tech-
frcal aviiitance, dicoiinty on lenns
equipment, facility construction and
maintenance support, and more,

For dedaily, vigit www,nrpaorglusta,

NGT Sparti b @ division of sparts-grfuc.
g sepplior River City Athleticy LEC,
Wb ity wwwengiipoisdom.



